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Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Democracy, were all
plainly discernible. The result of a long experience
was, that some Monarchies and some Aristocracies
had shown themselves extremely tenacious of life. The
French monarchy and the Venetian oligarchy were in
particular of great antiquity, and the Roman empire
was not even then quite dead. But the democracies
which had risen and perished, or had fallen into ex-
treme insignificance, seemed to show that this form of
government was of rare occurrence in political history,
and was characterised by an extreme fragility. This
was the opinion of the fathers of the American Federal
Republic, who over and over again betray their regret
that the only government which it was possible for
them to establish was one which promised so little
stability. It became very shortly the opinion of the
French Revolutionists, for no sooner has the Consti-
tutional Monarchy fallen than the belief that a new
era has begun for the human race gives signs of
rapidly fading; and the language of the Revolutionary
writers becomes stained with a dark and ever-growing
suspiciousness, manifestly inspired by genuine fear
that Democracy must perish, unless saved byjunflag-
ging energy and unsparing severity. Nevertheless,
the view that Democracy is irresistible is of French
origin, like almost all other sweeping political gene-
ralisations. It may be first detected about fifty years
ago, and it was mainly spread over the world by the